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The Magnificent Day of Welcome.

LADY WERNHER'S APPEAL.

THIG splendid day at Luton Hoo, on Saturday last,
is one that will remain as a landmark to all of us
who were present. The apathy shown by thoss
in authority and their evident lack of aympathy towards
those whe have fought for theiv conntry, only ssrved
to accentuate our gratifude towards our nohle Lady
of the Maner for the way in which her ladyehip
has shown that she, at any rate, had oot forgotten,

Mere words cun never express our feelings towards
Lady Wernher. Ever since her ladyship stepped into
the breach on the oceasion of the Memorial Servies, she
has werked indefatigably on our behall. And when one
remembars that the Town Council voted the task of
entertaining. to be-too big & proposition, and then turns o
the fact that ber ladyship tackled the whols thing her-
sell, one can imagine how she has worked and how
splendidly she hes overcome all the numercus dificulties
which had to be contended with.

Tha initial diffionlty was to get into contact with all
thi ex-Service men of the town of whom there was about
8,500, Of thess, 2,000 belonged to the D.8, & 8., 1,200
to the Comrades, leaving some 9,300 unsttnched. Her
ladyship got into touch with those through the press and
invited them to » meeting, ai which a commities was
fermed fram them. Then with & committes from the
two organisations, together with her ladyship's own
committes, there ensued a fortnight's haed work srmengiog
the detaila. .

The day itself opened out beautifally. The weather
was glorious and lully ic keeping with the oceasion, and
st about 1 p.m. the men began to arrive.

*WELCOME,”

The first thing that met the eya on arrivel at the Park
Was 1 gtrenmier across the gates with ' Weleome " em-
broidered on i, and one fslt matinctively that it was
symbolical of the spirit of the day. The gates were
decorsted with laurel wnd everything betokensd a happy
festival. .

The seene of the sporls was well inside the park and
one could just see the mwosion zmongst tha trees.
Arrived there, one found a large sports ground laid out
in secti for the organisalions, four large marquees had
been arected for tea, each obe being marked for its own
body, and in this way the whole of the events had been
organised 8o 28 to eliminate all confusion. The Luton
Hoo estate staff had, for over a week, been engaged on
this work, and #ll went to show how thoroughly Lady
Warnhsr had arranged everything.

THE AFTERNOON.

Cricket and sports began at 2.30, by which time Lady
Wernher was on the sports ground. With her were
Major H, A, Wernher and Lady Zia Wernher, Lady
Medina, Lord Louis Mountbatten, Count M. de Torby,
Sir Charles Russell, Hon. Mrs. Victor Stanley and Miss
Stanley, Major C. Crauford-Stuart, D.8.0., Capt. Arthur
Critehley-Balmonson, D.6.0., Miss Pryce, Misse Hender-
son, Miss Btewart, Miss Jenninge, Miss Cochrane, and
Mr. Ernest Gape. For their convenience & speeial stand
wag provided at one end of the snclosurs, and most of
tha events finished near this stand; but the geotlemen
wers busy for a large part of the time assisting in starting
and judging various events, and the ladiez were also
moving about the onclosure to see things at closer
qunrters.

Even when the programme commenced there was a
big gathering, and this increased considerably during the
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afternoon.  Programmes and signrottes were distributed

rrived, over 7,000 packets of cigar-

o the wen ss they
ettes heing provided. ,

The Luton Red Crose Band and the Comrades' Band
occupied $he two bandstauds in the sporta enclasure.
The Hed Cross Band started punctually ot 2.30, and
playing alternataly, the two bands provided an ulmost
continuous performanes of music until the end of the
sporta,

On either gide of the bandstands two excellent sports
tracks were laid out, complete down to the smallest
detail. Large notice-hoards showed the section competing
on each track, and smaller naotices indicated where avery
eompetition began and ended.

Special eompetitions were arranged for disabled men,
wha ware taken to Luton Hoo by car, and special seats
were provided for their comfort.

There was also a special little platform with a seat for
one—Mr. 8. Ellinghaw, of North-street, Luton, who saw
service in the Crimea, Indias, and China, and has seen
Britain conclude peace on five oceasions.

SOCIETY IN BACKS.

The sack races and the tilting ecompetitions were
speeially enjoyed by the house party, snd there was great
fun among the general spectators when Lady Wernher
decided, and Major Harold Wernher announced by mega-
phone, that there would be a special sack ruce for the
metnlers of the bouse party—the pentlemen members, he
added.  Bir Charles Ruzsell was given a big start in this,
and although be fared like a good many more, and had a
tumble, he was later ealled np together with the winner,
Lord Lauis Mountbatten, to take a prize. When the
crowd saw the prizes were dells they went almost wild
with delight.

A cricket mateh was also played between & team eom-

poseid parily of Luten Hoo and partly of Unattached amd
another made up of DS, & 5. and Comrades. The con-
ditions provided for eaeh side to he limited to 2 maximum
of an hour's hatting, and there were prizes for each mem-
ber of the winning team, and also for their umpire and
scorer.  Luton Hooe and Unattached wou by 44 to 25,

largely owing to the bowling of J. Lyon (Luton Hoao) and,

F. Mullett ([ nattached). )

At four o'eclock tea commenced. There had been
arranged four times for this, 4 pm., 4.30 pm., 5 pam.,
and 5.30 p.m., in order to deal with the large numbers,
Towards aix o'clock the lsdy friends began to arrive. Her
ladyship deeply regretted that she had been unable to
invite the ladies for the afterncon, but it had been
impossible to arrange for the catering.

DECORATIONS PRESENTED.

One very interesting purt of the programme was the
presentation by Lady Wernher of a nwmber of decora-
tions to six of her guests, Major Harcld Wernher
apnounced the ucts for which the decorations ware
awarded, and Lady Wernhor pinned on the decorstions,

- aftarwards being pholographed with the six valiant men.

The decorations were :— .
Sergt.-Maj. J. Day, 1/5 Batt. Bedfardshire Regt., of 6,
Gaitskill-row, Luton, Distinguished Conduct Medal and

the war.
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Hevgh, J. Barford, 2nd Batt Dedfordshire Regt., of 5g,
Cll“(ﬁ\llgﬁm-st.mch, Distinguished Conduct Medal, awardeq
Beptember 18, 1018 ; near Houssoy he captured singla-
hauded one German sticer, 47 other ranks and & machins
. .
" Serph. 3. Matthews, R.AM.C., 10, Highbury-read,
Distinguished Conduct Medal for distinguished conduet
in the Field in France. )

Corpl. F. Gutteridge, 15t Batt. Hertfordshire Regt., 32,
Hurenurt-strest, Military Medal for saving one R.AM.C.
man who was shot in the throat, and EO'I: bringing his
own eompuny up through a gas cloud, in the face of

et odds, .

il Lanes-Corpl. Grubb, 6th Batt. Bedfordshire Regt., 9,
Windmill-streot, Military Medal, awarded November 11,
1917, at Ypres, for devotion to duty and bravery in the
Fiald,

Pte. H. 8. 8mith, 1/5th Batt. Lineolnshire Regt., 144,
Park-street, Distinguished Conduet Medal and Croix de
Guerre : the Distinguished Conduet Medal was awarded
March 25, 1915, at Mount Hemmel, for rescuing a
wounded man in the face of the enemy, and also for
bringing in other wounded men from high ground after
being himsell severely wounded, his left shoulder being
shot away. The Croix de Guerre was awarded on June
20, 1918, for carrving important dispatches to battalion
heudiunrters through a severe bartage.

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION.

The prizes for the speeial ovents were distributed by
Lady Wernher. Then Lady Zia Wernher handed the
awards to ihe winpers in “the ‘Luoton Hoo and Un-
attached sections, and the Hom. Mrs. Victor Stanley
distributed the awards won by the Federation and
Comrades competitors. .

The names of the prizewinners will be found o
page 12.  After the prize distribution, a vote of thanks
wne moved, and thres cheers called for her ladyship. In
replying, her ladyship said :—" I have to thank you for
the vobe of thanks you have so kindly proposed, and
which has been so enthusiastically responded to and
endorsed by all present. I am deeply touched by the

t ts expressed t ds myself, and more than all
do I feel bonoured in having been invited to pin on the
medals so nobly won by Sgt.-Maj. Day, Sgt. Matthews,
Sgt. Barford, Cpl. Gutteridge, Cpl. Grubb and Pte. Smith.
In all these cases the coveted awards were gained by
deads which must make us thrill with admiration and
pride. It is difficult to pay a sufficiently high tribute to
men who have done such deeds as these, ' Theirs is
herpism, courage. and valour, added to the qualities of
endurance and fortitude such as have been demsnded of
all our men who fought in this war.  What is meant by
that sndurance and fortitude can only ‘be appreciated by
those whe have visited the British battle front in France,
a8 [ have done. To have wandered over thoze wind-
swept, devastated places is indeed to realize

THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION.
Over all thuse wide stretches of wasted lands there is
nothing hut an impression of universal upheaval, endless
ruin, charred and mutilated tree stumps, and nothing else
except pathetic little groups of crosses which show where
gur heross rest in peacs.
{ Comtinned on page 12),
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[Puoio by Mr. Perey Cock, M

FANISING COMMITTEE —Left to right: &\ated. AMr. H. C. Cooper iSecratary.

S&8 ). Mr. 8. Rowles (Comradest. Ladv Wernher, Mr 3. E. Enckingham (Comrades). and Mr. F. Stanbridge {Unattached).

Standing : Mr Willeox {Luton Hoo, Sec: v of the Committest, Mr F. A. Rartan (1. R & R 1, Mr. James Baker ( President

of the Committeal, Mr. D, B. Robertson | nattached). Ar. 5. B Wilkinson (Scerstar, Unattached), Mr. €. Barber (DS &S0,
and Mr. Colin C. Daaiels |Seeretars. Comrades),

LADY WERNHER AND THE ORG

Major Wernher
Major H. A, Wernher and Mr James Baker announces the Luton Lady Wernher with the six gallay
chat with & Crimean veteran, Hoo Sack Raca. whonishe presented decorats
s

[The above Photos are reproduced by the courtesy of the " Luion News™



(Continned trom Page 4.

“Thess surroundings were not such as to pwrluﬂi
heroie deeds, were not heroism within our men t.nsmt
solves, You must remember that year m s_m_l year on
our men not only have stood it uncomplainingly, but
have risen to such brave deeds as have found public
recognition to-dsy. In congratalating Bat.-Maj. Day
and his eomrades for their splendid achisvements I konow

| am voicing the sentiments of all present when T assure -

them how proud and plensed we are to have them
among us to-day—(eheers).

Tt is only o short while agn that we met on this same -

ground to pay homage to the dead. To-day we pay it to
the living, T should like you all to know the gratification
it was to me—a very special gratification—that the
drumhesd memorial service was held here. To me !'he
Park haé been sanctified in that a service of that kind
was held within its precincts, and the fact that we
gathered here together to mourn those dear ones who
will never return has formed a bond between Luton Hoo
and Luton that coming ages cannot destroy—{npplause).
THE RECENT RIOTS.

* Now, I bave a personsl word to say to you men.
We all know how splendidly vou did your bit. Your
presence here to-day is a tangible proof of our apprecia-
tion, It is because of the way you carried on that
1 appeal to you to do yet further your bit in peace.

" We all deplore the recent happenings in Luton, and
that a small, 8 very amall seetion of hooligans and roters
should have cast a stigma on the town that has made 1§
a hyeword all over England,  As the Lady of the AManor
of Luton, I appeal to you men to steel yourselves to wips
out that stigma. It can only be done one way—by nnity
of principle, unity of performance, and unity of aetion.
We have symbolically seen this aft pulling diff
ways in the tug of war, The weaker side went under,
and go away empty handed. That is not what we want
to see except in play. We want to see avery man, weak
ot strong, gain the prizes that

MAKE LIFE WORTH LIVING
ment, F ity and i and to schi

this we must all pull together and not dierent Ways.
The ladies are now anxions to join in the fun, secing they
have only just arrived, aml therefors T will only suy I
hope you have had o huppy afternoon, and that you will
spend an even mwre pleasuralle evening. I leave it in
your hands to wipe out the stigrma Lhat rests on Luton ™'
—Ilcheers).

. During the evening concerts were given hy the Bugene
Coneert party and slso vur awn Cancert Party altern-
ately. These were enjoyed by lnrge audiences and thers
waa not a dull moment throughont,  Dancing was also
carried an, the music heing supplied by the Red Cross
Band, and the evening passed only too quiskly. Shortly
:}[“:: m“ﬂlﬂlch‘bekl:he National Anthem was played, and

& haj ([} il
gu"[‘?rw“ in the ann:!];yol Luton histd:)ars;,ma b bk
e committes of this orgenisati i
record =I1eir WRnment bhal:l::‘ to \‘l,: “.?_"‘nﬁaﬁ"‘f&ﬁ"
Warnhor's agent), and M. Wilcax, of the Luton Hof;
Estate Office, for the inidelatigable munner in whih they
Eﬂ:zfrg?m:firexgs: thair time wnd services for the
2 2 BX-Bervice m el

main nctors in aeuuring the :nm. M"ﬁi‘ EI‘:::I:‘;?O of the
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LUTON HOO. Hartuett
100 yas. flat andieap.- -, Honght E.V&S:_-I ‘3{‘. ?3m\':5-1-
2200 yals. flat handicap. -1, Chansy 2<Re 3 3 Vam.
1401 vds. flat handicap.—1 .Cﬁooﬂg;g;_ek ader: 4, YAss.
Sack race—-1, Hough: 2, Cox; 3, Lnex. .
Tilting the bucket—1, Hammett and Hough' 2,

Reader and Angell.

Silver cup for hoys und:arréi-.-—e\. Cox.

Vet 's Race.—G. Ward. .

Girls ruoor—1. Annie Jude; 3, Alice Hunt; 3, HildaWard.
D.S. & 8. .

100 yds. flat handicap—1, H. F. Gray: 2, Squires; 3,

Whitham.

230 yds. flat handieap—1, Squires; 2, H.F. Gray: 3,

F. Stanford. D
140 yds. flat handicap.—1, P. M. Turpin: 2. E. J.

Webber: 3, H. F, Gray. -

Hack race—1, H. Ford; 2. B. C. Conper: 3, Henman,
Tilting the bueket.—1, W. Gore and A. Riddell; 2,
Bquires and Whitham,
COMRADES,
100 yds, fat haodicap—1, 8. L. Rickard: 2. F. C.

Brown; 3, W, Parsons,

220 yds. flat handicap.—1, & L. Rickard; 2, E. Smith;

3, F. C. Brown.

440 yds. flat handicap—1, 8. L. Rickard: 2, Parkina:

3, 5. Hawkins.

Back Race.—1,3W. Darby; 2, 1. Rogera: 3, 8. Hawkins,
Tilting the hucket.—1, Palfray and Bent; 2, Bosworth
and Darby.,

UNATTACHED.

100 yds. flat handieap.—1, W. T. Panter; 2, W. E.
Figher : 3, C. W. Wrizht,

220 vda. Hat bandicap.—1, W. E. Figher; 2, W. T.
Panter; 3, W. G. Ireland.

440 yds. flat handicap.—1, B. Sharp: 2.W. G Ireland ;
3, J. Horton,

Sack race.—1, J. Jennings: 2, 4. Horton: 4, B, Piggott.

Tilting the bucket.—1, H. Hull xod F. W. Crowe; 2,
BE. W. Cooper and 3. Smith,

SPECTAL EVENTS,

Slow band race with instrumente.—~1, G. A. Hopkins ;
i, AL Evarett; 3, W, Bripginshaw,

Trisabled men (one leg off) throwing the ericket hall—
1, F. Bent, 70 yds.; 2, Pettingall ; 3, Smith.

DHsabled men (one arm off) taking off and putting on
eollar and tie.—1, W. Perry: 2, W, Smith; 3, F. Coke,

Tug of war, 96t pull, teams of eight—In the semi-
fingl Unattached beat Comrades 2.0 Luton Hoa' beat
8. & 8. 2-0.  In the Anal Luten Hoo won hy 2.1.

Relay race, four relays of 220 yds.—1, Unattached
Figher, Panter, Ireland and Smart (won easily); 2,
D.g:lk 8. W}abbor. Edwards, Squires and Whitham,

ilver cup for eompetition among winne i

lﬂgﬁds,—wi E. Fisher (Unattached), £ gkpeotpon!

Silver eup for eompetition among wi i
Qﬁgﬁrd:.—wi T. Panter fUnnttaclsed}.nmm izpetional

ver cup for competition among wi H
440 yards.~3. L. Rickard f&nmm’lm).nmm e
EXTEA SPECIAL EVENT.

Sack race for gentlemnen of Lady We ! T
party.-—1, Lard Lovis Monntbntw:: eo:;l:lofﬁ.?mlmusﬂ:
Charlos Rusaell. '




