TRAGIC NEWS FOR
LUTON.

Lieut. Alec Wernher Killed.
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The gullant young officer wse ouly in his

LATE SEC.-LIEUT.

Tn the firet place came the etaggering news

that Second-Lieutemant Alexander Pigott

‘Wernher, youngest acn of the late Sir Julius
Wernher, Bart., and of Wernher, of
Luton Hoo, and Bath House, Piccadilly,
Lone bhad fallen on ‘the battlefield in
France.

till ng he wae at Eton when war
broke out, snd he vmmmly responded to the
call to arme, 2 commission in
the 21 Royal Bnck- Hussars on November 18,
1914, and gazetted in the following April. His
abilities were lveedlb recognised, and in
nber laat year he was attached to the
stafl of General Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien, and
when this deshing warrior was entrusted with
the command of the troops in East Africa, he
went out thers, When the General fell ill and
returned home, Lieut. Wernhor accompanied
him, and on April 11th last, such was his
anxiety for active service ihat he got his trans-
fer to the Welsh Guards, with whom he went
to the Front on July 17th.

There ho has given unhx!ml proof of his
acteristio thoroughness and the qualities
which won him recognition Irom a .o'd'er of
such & temperament as Sir Horace Smith-
Dorrien. Brave to the last degree, willing to
share discomfort. and danger with his men, he
won their confidence and goodwill during the
sevon weeks he was with them in France.

Wo are forbidden to give the exuct place of
his death, but it was one of those fortuitous
ciroumstances which are incidental to warfare,
On September 10th he waas firest wounded in the
leg, and it was while he was being borne from

field that he received a mortal wound, and
aa laid to rest in a soldier's grave behind
the firing line.

Wernher was staying at Berwick when
the news came. y those fully acquainted
with the capacity for sympathy with which the
Lady of the Manor is imbued will be able to
-Dnmim the full extent of the blow, but one
y asume that whatever consolation
nha may find in the condolences of her frionds,
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twentieth year, but the future was bright in
every wense, and whether he had made the
Army his life wdrk or preferred to return to
civil pursuits, his loes is regretted as far as
can be that of uny umong the many who: have
luid down the greatest of all sacrifices for
their country end the noblest cause for which
mea or nations may etrive.
COUNCIL'S CONDOLENCES.

mecting of the Luton Town
clerring to the Premier's

His \-m«mp lhn Mayor (Alderman J. H
Staddon) said: hen we come nearer home,
and have to mourn with our esicemed Lady
of the Maner, Lady Wernber, in the loss of
her youngeet eon. It is with the grea kc‘
regret we lesrn that in this time — w
ber ladyship is overwhelmed with clunhhle
works in all directions—in God's good provi-
dence, this great sorrow has fallen upon ber as
upon so meny othere. ece: oer
was & young man of frreat promise who, h.nd he
lived, would have had great respomsibilities,
an ou and the whole town will
sympathise with Lady Wernher and family in
the eevere loss she has sustaind 1 propose:
*That this Council exprees its deepest sym-
pathy and condolences with Lady Wernher in
tho great Joss cf her youngest son, Lieut, Al
Wernher, who has made the supreme sacrifice
of hie life on the battleficld on behalf of h!u
country in » most just and righteous cause.”
I ask you w puass the vote of condolence,
standing.

The resolution was then carried in silence.
silence.

Immediately preceding the organ recital at
the Parish Church last (Wednesday) evening,
the congregation solemnly stood while Mr, F.
Gostelow, the organist, nln.)ed Chopin's im-
pressive. * Funeral March.” The church was.
well filled, and the token of respect
momory of Alexander Pigott Wernher,
Welsh Guards,” n sincere symputhy with

nd
Lady Wernher, was very marked,




